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ASAP Mission: 

òTo develop, motivate, and encourage 
strategic relationships that reduce 
countywide risk factors, thereby 
preventing and  decreasing substance 
abuse in a comprehensive and long-
term manner that primarily  impacts 
youth in the community .ó 
 

Call for Stories 
If you have a story youõd like to share 
in the ASAP newsletter, please make 
sure to send it to Monica Rousseau at 
MRousseau@PascoASAP.com by the 
10th of the month. 
 

Contact Information: 
Contact Monica Rousseau for more  
information on the ASAP Coalition:  

¶ 7809 Massachusetts Avenue 
New Port Richey, FL 34653 

¶ MRousseau@pascoasap.com 

¶ (727) 315-8658 
 

Check us out online at  
www.PascoASAP.com  
 
Like us out on Facebook! Search Pasco 
County Alliance for Substance Abuse 
Prevention 
 
Follow  us out on Twitter at:  
@ASAP_Pasco 

HEADLINES 

Next ASAP Meeting 
The next ASAP meeting will be from 10:00 AM ð 12:00 

PM on Tuesday, October 25, 2016 at the Land Oõ Lakes 

Community  Center (5401 Land OõLakes Blvd). Our 

guest speaker will be Lisa Kern from Pasco County 

Schools, School Health Services.  Additionally, flu 

vaccines will be available before the start of the 

meeting.  We look forward to seeing you there!  
 

NOPE Candle Light Vigil  
On October 27, ASAP and the Next Level Church  will 

be joining hundreds of communities across the nation 

in hosting the annual NOPE Candle Light Vigil  to 

remember those who were lost to or are still suffering 

from substance abuse.   
 

This yearõs event will be held on October 27th at Next 

Level Church, 5015 Darlington Rd. in Holiday.  The 

doors will open at 5:30pm for a resource fair, 

exhibiting local resources and recovery programs.  The 

candle light vigil will begin at 6:30 pm .  Many 

distinguished community leaders will speak during 

the ceremony, including  the Pasco County Clerk and 

Comptroller Paula OõNeil (Ph.D), Colonel Jeffrey 

Harrington from the Pasco Sheriffõs Office, and the 

Honorable Judge Shawn Crane.   
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NOPE Candle Light Vigil (Continued)  

There will be additional local resources available until 9:00pm for anyone interested in contrib uting to 

the cause or those seeking help.  The event will also feature a memorial wall to honor those lost to 

addiction or who are in recovery. Community members are encouraged to submit pictures of their 

loved ones to media@nextlevel.com or to bring pictures to the event. Community members are also 

encouraged to RSVP to the event via Facebook.  Snacks will be provided; more food will be available 

for purchase. For additional questions, please contact Christine Duncan at 

communityevents.72@gmail.com or 813.891.4733. 

 

ASAP Annual Brunch- December 6, 2016 

 

As usual, we will condense our traditional 

monthly meetings for Novembe r and December to 

honor the holiday  season. Please join us from 

10:00AM to 12:00PM on December 6, 2016 at 

Spartan Manor  (6121 Massachusetts Ave, New 

Port Richey, FL 34653) to celebrate the successes 

weõve made in the last year! Please make sure to 

RSVP to mrousseau@PascoASAP.com no later than 

December 1 to reserve your attendance.  Although 

there is no charge for the breakfast, we welcome 

donations. We look forward to seeing you!  

 

1st Recovery Celebration ɀ Success! 

On September 24th ASAP and the New Port Richey Public Library hosted the first -ever Recovery 

themed event.  The event took place between 1:00PM and 4:00PM at the New Port Richey Public 

Library . The event celebrated individuals in recovery, honored their support systems, and emphasized 

how people can be agents of change in their communities and end stigma of addiction .  The event 

featured motivational speakers from community leaders, such as Representative Amanda Murphy and 

Corporal Alan Wilkett.  Also featured were personal stories of recovery  and a resource fair of local 

organizatio ns which offer support for those struggling with addiction.  

 
Representative Amanda Murphy addressed over 100 
attendees about the importance of prevention. 

 
Attendees were encouraged to pose and post images 

supporting those in recovery to social media . 
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1st Recovery Celebration ɀ Success! (Continued)  

With over 100 attendees, the event was considered a great success.  Thank you to everyone ð especially 

the newly formed Recovery Committee - for helping make the event a reality!  If you would like to help 

plan the event for next year, please email bmrsooner1121@gmail.com. 
 

STAND Students Recognized at Rays Game! 

 

In honor o f Recovery Month in 

September, the Tampa Bay Rays 

recognized Safe Teens AgaiNst 

Drugs (STAND) during the 

opening pitch!  Thank you 

BayCare Behavioral Health for 

coordinating such a cool 

opportunity for the youth!   Please 

click the image to the left to view 

the video of the first pitch being 

thrown by Mira Derrick!  

 

 

U.S. Surgeon Generalȭs Office Requests Help 

Surgeon General Vivek Murthy is calling on professionals to join a 
movement to help stem America's prescription opioid epidemic.  

 
His office has developed a website,   www.TurnTheTideRx.org ,  

which provides doctors, nurses, clinicians and other healthcare 

professionals with a number of resources to improve prescribing 

practices and educate their patients about the proper use of opioids. 
 

Dr. Murthy is encouraging professional staff to take  a pledge to do a few simple things that could make 

a big difference in ending the opioid epidemic:  

¶ Educate themselves to treat pain safely and effectively 

¶ Screen patients for opioid use disorder and provide or connect them with evidence -based 

treatment 

¶ Talk about and treat addiction as a chronic illness, not a moral failing  

 Please share the following materials with your clinicians and community health professionals:  

¶ Letter from Surgeon General 

¶  Website link:  www.TurnTheTideRx.org   

¶ Pocket Guide for Prescribing Opioids  for Chronic Pain   
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RESEARCH 
Data from County Health Rankings  
Each year, County Health Rankings  are published to show counties within their state how they 

compare to one another.  Although Pasco County has continued to climb in the overall rankings, we 

still have much more work to do  in regards to our substance abuse rankings.  The below image shows 

that we tie for the 5th highest drug mortality rate out of all 67 counties in the state of Florida.  Please 

click the image below to access the web page with the full chart of overdose mortality rates within the 

state of Florida. 

 

 
 

 

National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month  

October is National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month (NMAAM).  In honor of this month, we 

encourage all of our community partners to share data-based infographics on social media to help 

educate our community on  the severity of the problem and  how t o reduce risk for addiction to opiates 

and over-the-counter medications.  For more information on social media tools, please click here. 

 
Recently, Rx painkillers have resulted in more deaths 
than cocaine and heroin combined #PreventRxAbuse 

 
In 2013, US poison centers managed over 250,000 
exposure cases, ages 6 ð 19; over 50% from 
medication errors and misuse. #PreventRxAbuse 

 

  

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/
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COMMUNITY CORNER 
Below are some upcoming events and campaigns.  If youõd like to include an event in an upcoming 

ASAP newsletter, please email mrousseau@pascoasap.com. 
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Alpha House of Tampa ɀ Parenting Workshops  
Alpha House of Tampa is offering parenting workshops at  no cost to moms who are domestic violence 

survivors.  

  

Agencies that serve expectant women and/or moms  are welcome to reach out to schedule Nurturing 

Parenting workshops (a national evidence-based curriculum) at their convenience. 

The workshops are receiving very positive reviews across Pasco County!   Funding is provided by 

Florida Medical Clinic Foundation of Caring.    For information, contact Jennifer Johnston, Director of 

Partnership Development,  jjohnston@alphahouseoftampa.org or 813-875-2024 ext. 1035. 

 

Walk Like MADD!  

 
 

We Need YOU to Complete a Small Survey  

The health department launched its community health survey to solicit feedback from residents on 

health issues.  Please take a few moments to complete the survey by clicking here.   

SPOTLIGHT 
NAMI Banquet Award Recipients  

 
Congratulations to the NAMI  Pasco Award 
recipients from this yearõs annual banquet: 
Congressman Gus Bilirakis,  Terry Thompson, 
Vickey Polanis, Elizabeth Rhodes, and Sgt. Toni 
Roach!  Thank you for all you do !  

Pasco SheriffȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ - Checkpoint  

 
Thank you, Pasco Sheriffõs Office, for 
conducting another DUI checkpoint at the end 
of September! We appreciate your effort s to 
keep our roads safe from impaired driving.  
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