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ASAP Mission: 
To coordinate community efforts to 
reduce countywide risk factors for 
addiction, thereby preventing and 
decreasing substance abuse in a 
comprehensive and long-term manner 
that primarily impacts the youth in the 
community  
 

Call for Stories 
If you have a story youõd like to share 
in the ASAP newsletter, please make 
sure to send it to Monica Rousseau at 
MRousseau@PascoASAP.com by the 
10th of the month. 
 

Contact Information: 
Contact Monica Rousseau for more  
infor mation on the ASAP Coalition:  

¶ 7809 Massachusetts Avenue 
New Port Richey, FL 34653 

¶ MRousseau@pascoasap.com 

¶ (727) 315-8658 
 

Check us out online at  
www.PascoASAP.com  
 
Like us out on Facebook! Search Pasco 
County Alliance for Substance Abuse 
Prevention 
 
Follow  us out on Twitter at:  
@ASAP_Pasco 

HEADLINES 

Next ASAP Meetings and Annual Brunch  
The October ASAP meeting will  take place from 

10:00 AM ð 11:45 AM on Tuesday, October 24, 

2017 at the Land Oõ Lakes Community Center 

(5401 Land OõLakes Blvd). In honor of National 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month, our guest 

speakers are from Sunrise. We will also be 

highlighting the Out  of the Darkness Walk, which 

is scheduled to take place on October 28, 2017. 

 

As a reminder, the November and December 

ASAP meetings are cancelled due to the holidays. 

Instead, we invite everyone to attend the ASAP 

Annual Brunch, during which we will celebrate 

the successes of 2017!  Please see below for more 

information and please take a moment to 

nominate a youth and adult for ASAP Volunteer 

of the Year by clicking here.  

 

 

 

Fall, 2017 

Pasco County  

Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention  

mailto:MRousseau@PascoASAP.com
mailto:MRousseau@pascoasap.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HQCSK8V


HEADLINES (CONTINUED) 

6th  Annual Substance Abuse Prevention Conference  

On September 21, 2017, hundreds of community stakeholders and concerned citizens attended 

the 6th annual substance abuse prevention conference, titled Strengthening Our Community: 

Opportunities for Action.  The conference was hosted at the Saddlebrook Resort by the Alliance 

for Substance Abuse Prevention and BayCare Behavioral Health.   

 

In addition to messages of prevention, and in honor of September being National Recovery 

Month, the conference highlighted  community strategies to help people recover from 

substance use disorders and live successful lives in recovery. The conference featured national 

and state leaders during the plenary, 8 breakout sessions, and over 25 vendors!  Thank you to 

everyone who attended, sponsored, volunteered, and presented!  We look forward to another 

successful conference in 2018! 
 

 
 

  
 

For more information regarding the 2017 conference, please read the Laker Lutz News article 

written by B.C. Manion by clicking here.  Information is also available on the conference 

website at www .pascoasap.com/annualconference and our Facebook event page, which can 

be accessed by clicking here. 

http://lakerlutznews.com/lln/?p=50699
http://www.pascoasap.com/annualconference
https://www.facebook.com/events/898900470248651/?active_tab=discussion&__xt__=33.%7B%22logging_data%22%3A%7B%22profile_id%22%3A898900470248651%2C%22event_type%22%3A%22clicked_view_event_posts%22%2C%22impression_info%22%3A%22eyJmIjp7Iml0ZW1fY291bnQiOiIwIn19%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22www_events_permalink%22%2C%22interacted_story_type%22%3A%221058178634193603%22%2C%22session_id%22%3A%22e12c5d699d7457b63a4548408f2b9f7e%22%7D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/898900470248651/?active_tab=discussion&__xt__=33.%7B%22logging_data%22%3A%7B%22profile_id%22%3A898900470248651%2C%22event_type%22%3A%22clicked_view_event_posts%22%2C%22impression_info%22%3A%22eyJmIjp7Iml0ZW1fY291bnQiOiIwIn19%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22www_events_permalink%22%2C%22interacted_story_type%22%3A%221058178634193603%22%2C%22session_id%22%3A%22e12c5d699d7457b63a4548408f2b9f7e%22%7D%7D


3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ 03! ÏÎ -ÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ !ÉÒÓ ÏÎ #7ττ ÁÎÄ /ÎÌÉÎÅ 

Several months ago, ASAP received word that three young students wanted to  raise 

awareness on safe medication disposal for their school service project. After meeting with 

some coalition members, Brenna, Luke, and Jackson decided to raise awareness via a PSA with 

the Pasco Sheriffõs Office.   

 

Their creativity and hard work shone  brightly in September when their PSA was aired on the 

CW44! Thank you and congratulations to Brenna, Luke, and Jackson for all of their hard work 

on this project.  Thank you also to Cpl. Alan Wilkett from the Pasco Sheriffõs Office for 

coordinating the fi lming and playing a role in the PSA.  

 

To honor of National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month, we encourage all members and 

community partners to share the PSA on social media.  To access the video on Facebook, 

please click here. To access the video on the ASAP website, please click here. 
 

  
 

Dade City honors National Recovery Month via Resolution  

 

September is National Recovery Month. Every 

year, advocates around the country use this 

national observance as an opportunity to stomp 

out stigma, educate the public, and advocate for 

care for people struggling w ith addiction.  In 

honor of the month,  Dade City commissioners 

adopted a resolution formally recognizing 

National Recovery Month and the needs of those 

with addic tion. We want to formally thank the 

commissioners, for this resolution. Only by raising 

awareness and working together can we ensure 

people live successful lives in recovery. 

 

For a copy of the resolution, please email Christina  
at Christina.Roberto@baycare.org. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/PascoASAP/videos/?ref=page_internal
http://pascoasap.com/files/3415/0782/2857/dropbox.mp4


Newsletter Schedule  

As a reminder, the ASAP newsletter began its new distribution cycle.  Newsletters will be 

distributed quarterly instead of monthly.  Quarterly newsletters will be available on the ASAP 

in October, January, April , and July. Monthly emails will continue to be sent to the full list of 

members to remind the community of important events and meetings.  

 

Roundtable with Congressman Bilirakis  

 

In August,  Congressman Gus Bilirakis joined 

ASAP and community members for a  

roundtable discussion on addiction .  

Conversation centered on what needs to be 

done at the federal level to help reverse the 

opioid cri sis. Although the conversation was 

dynamic, a commonly expressed theme was 

the need for diverse funding in mental health, 

substance abuse treatment, and prevention.  

For a detailed story of the meeting, please 

click here.  Thank you to everyone who provided their valuable insights!  

 

Youth Panel for JulyȭÓ !3!0 -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 

For the second year in a row, youth were 

the main focus of the July ASAP meeting. 

Back by popular demand, the students 

were requested to share their 

perspectives of community  drug  

problems. Students reported seeing 

youth as young as 10 years old using 

drugs and that heroin, cocaine, 

marijuana, hydrocodone  were all drugs 

being used by youth. 

They also explained that peer pressure, 

curiosity, and  social media play big roles   

in why young people start using. Finally, they discussed how adults can help youth. Students 

cautioned adults to not judge immediately in order to build trust with youth who are 

struggling with drug us.   

 

Thank you to all the youth leaders who shared their stories and perspectives during this 

important meeting!  This insight will be used in the creation of the community action plans.  

 

 

http://lakerlutznews.com/lln/?p=49722


RESEARCH 
Overdose Data 

As part of the development of the Indicator Report, we investigated the numbers of overdose 

deaths in Pasco County between 2015 and 2016.  Below are some of the findings from those 

queries. For those of you interested in more data from the Indicator Report, the full document 

is available on the ASAP website and can be accessed by clicking here. 

 

 
 

¶ The number of deaths (lethal level) in the 35-50 age group increased significantly from 2015 to 

2016 for alprazolam, hydrocodone, methadone, morphine, and fentanyl while these numbers 

decreased in the >50 age group (except for morphine and fentanyl that remained fairly stable). 
 

¶  Similar to lethal levels, the number of deaths (non-lethal level) in the 35-50 age group 

increased significantly from 2015- 2016 for alprazolam, diazepam, oxycodone, methadone, and 

fentanyl.  
 

¶ Although the >50 age group remained f airly stable overall for number of non -lethal deaths, 

both methadone and fentanyl increased significantly from 2015 -2016 while alprazalom and 

morphine decreased in the numbers of death.  
 

¶ The total number of deaths (lethal level) increased by 34% between 2015 and 2016.  
 

¶ The drugs with greatest percent increase in (lethal level) deaths were alprazolam, diazepam, 

morphine, and fentanyl.  

 

 

http://www.pascoasap.com/files/8815/0768/4951/PASCO_Report_10-8-17_for_Web.pdf


COMMUNITY CORNER 
NAMI Support Group Meetings  

The Pasco County Chapter of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) offers two types of 

support group meetings each month, *One for those living with mental illness and **and 

another  for family and friends of those with mental illness..   This covers all brain disorders, 

including, but not limited to OCD, depression, bi -polar, schizophrenia, multiple personalities, 

etc.  Informatio n: 727-992-9653 or www.namipasco.org . 

 

NOPE Candlelight Vigil  

 

The purpose of the Narcotics 

Overdose Prevention and 

Education (NOPE) Candlelight 

Vigil is to remember those who 

have lost their battle to 

addiction in an environment 

centered on dignity, respect, 

and prevention.   

 

This yearõs event will be held on 

October 26th at the Verizon 

Center at 8718 Trouble Creek 

Rd., New Port Richey, Florida 

34653.  The doors will open at 

5:30pm for a resource fair, 

exhibiting over 20 local 

resources.  The candlelight 

service is scheduled to begin at 

6:30 pm, and includes speeches 

from community and faith 

leaders, along with adults and 

youth who have struggled with 

addiction.  

 

The event will feature a memorial wall  to honor those who have passed away due to 

addiction. Community members are encouraged to send their pictures to Christina at 

Christina.Roberto@Baycare.org or bring pictures to the event. Community members are also 

encouraged to RSVP to the event via Facebook. 

 

Light refreshments will be provided.  

http://www.namipasco.org/
mailto:Christina.Roberto@Baycare.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/1981424955473490/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A5%2C%22page_id_source%22%3A108740345811062%2C%22action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22main_list%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22%7B%5C%22page_id%5C%22%3A108740345811062%2C%5C%22tour_id%5C%22%3Anull%7D%22%7D%5d%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D


 

Important Community Events  

  
 

 

SPOTLIGHT 
Annual Conference Volunteers  

We want to give a hearty thank you to all of the members of the annual conference planning 

committee and to those who volunteer ed on the day of the event.  This yearõs conference 

required  hundred s of hours of coordination and could not have been done without the people 

listed below. Thank you to all of you and your commitment  to mobilizing community 

members to take action in preventing addiction  and its consequences! 

  
 


